
No smoking outside enclosed  
public places legislation
Smoking is not allowed within 5 metres of a public entrance to an enclosed public place and 
within 10 metres of air conditioning intakes.

Existing restrictions on smoking inside enclosed public places mean that smokers are required to 
smoke outdoors. Problems arise when smokers cluster around building entrances and exits, and 
near air conditioning intake vents to smoke. People entering and exiting the building are exposed 
to environmental tobacco smoke (ETS) and there may be problems with smoke drift into indoor 
smoke-free areas.

These restrictions reduce exposure of the public and employees to ETS, minimise the risk of 
smoke drift, and contribute to the de-normalisation of smoking in the community. This buffer 
zone has existed for Western Australian State Government buildings since 1 January 2005.

Disclaimer: This publication is provided to the reader by the Department of Health (the “Department”) on the basis that while every 
reasonable effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the publication, no guarantee can be given that the publication is free from 
error or omission. The information contained in this publication is intended as a guide only and is not a comprehensive analysis of the 
relevant legislation.

The Department, the Minister for Health, the State of Western Australia, and their employees and agents expressly disclaim liability for any 
act or omission occurring in reliance on the information in this publication and for any consequences of such act or omission.

Produced by Tobacco Policy © Department of Health 2022
Copyright to this material is vested in the State of Western Australia unless otherwise indicated. Apart from any fair dealing for the 
purposes of private study, research, criticism or review, as permitted under the provisions of the Copyright Act 1968, no part may be 
reproduced or re-used for any purposes whatsoever without written permission of the State of Western Australia.

Shading indicates no smoking within 5 m of a public entrance to an enclosed public place.
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