NOTICE COVER LETTER EXAMPLE

Enquiries:


Our Ref:


13 July 2012
Name 

Address 
Dear Sir / Madam
Clandestine Drug Laboratory – Address, Mandurah.
As you are aware, the City of Mandurah's Environmental Health Services received information regarding the operation of a clandestine drug laboratory at your property located at Address, Mandurah.
In response, the City’s Environmental Health Officers undertook an assessment of the property on <date>. At the time of the assessment the property was observed to be in an unsatisfactory condition due to the following issues:

· Chemical residues associated with methylamphetamine production believed to be present in the kitchen, bathroom, laundry, enclosed rear patio and two outdoor sheds.
· Significant rubbish and disused material throughout the property.
· Large quantities of syringes and other drug related paraphernalia.

· Holes and cracks in the internal and external walls of the house.
With the above in mind the City is genuinely concerned about the property and the potential risk it poses in its current state, particularly to any persons entering the property. As such, the City's Environmental Health Services is issuing you with formal notices under Sections 135, and 139 of the Health Act 1911;
· Section 135 - Dwelling unfit for habitation

One notice has been placed upon the house declaring the house unfit for habitation from 13 July 2012.  

· Section 139 – Owner required to clean and repair house

Notice to repair and clean the house including internal surface, walls, floors and ceiling to remove all chemical residues associated with the production of methylamphetamine by the 13 September 2012. 
Prior to engaging cleaning contractors you are advised to contact a suitably qualified consultant to provide on the most appropriate approach. Attached is the Contamination Report provided by the Chemistry Centre. This information will guide the consultant in the investigation, clean up and validation of the site.

Two companies that are capable of providing this advice and undertake the required validation sampling are: 
1) The Chem Centre 9422 9800 http://www.chemcentre.wa.gov.au
2) Forensic Pathways 9297 6816 http://www.forensic-pathways.com/
Chemical residues associated with the production of methylamphetamine are also believed to be present throughout the two sheds, therefore all internal floor, wall and ceiling surfaces should be thoroughly cleaned. 

The City would like to take this opportunity to advise you that the Contaminated Sites Act 2003 requires the owner or occupier of a site to report any known or suspected contamination to the Department of Environmental and Conservation (DEC). Please contact the DEC’s Contaminated Site section on 6467 5000 for further advice regarding reporting contamination and remediation requirements.  

In addition to the above, the property was also observed to be in an untidy state due to significant rubbish and disused material located throughout the property. You are required to remove all disused material and rubbish from the property by <date of assessment plus 3 months>

Any requests to extend these deadlines must be made in writing attention to the Principal Environmental Health Officer, PO Box 210, Mandurah WA 6210.

Should you wish to demolish the main house or ancillary house, please note that you will require a Demolition Licence from the City’s Building Services. Please find enclosed an “Application for Demolition Licence” for your information.  

You are also advised that under Section 36 of the Health Act 1911 (as amended) you have the right to appeal this decision. An appeal must be lodged to the State Administrative Tribunal (Level 412 St Georges’ Terrace, Perth or GPO Box 1991 Perth 6845) for a review of the order or decision.  Upon the local government being given a copy of an application made, for review of a decision or order, any proceedings commenced by the local government (under the decision or order) to recover expenses incurred by it shall be stayed.

Should you have any further queries please do not hesitate to contact Mark Tamblyn or Shane Chambers on 9550 3746.

Yours sincerely

Brendan Ingle
Principal Environmental Health Officer

Enc – 
Section 135 - Dwelling unfit for habitation (x2)
Section 139 - Owner may be required to clean or repair house


 Application for Demolition Licence

SECTION 135 NOTICE EXAMPLE

HEALTH ACT 1911

SECTION 135  
House Unfit for Habitation

TO:
 Name 


Address

WHEREAS

A
You are the owner of the house referred to in the Schedule (“the House”).

B
The City of Mandurah being the local government for the Health District of Mandurah HEREBY DECLARES the House unfit for human habitation. 

FURTHER TAKE NOTICE:

1. The House may not be occupied or inhabited by any person after 13 July 2012 until such time as the house is deemed to be habitable by the City of Mandurah. 

2. Any person who occupies or inhabits the House or suffers the House to be occupied or inhabited after 13 July 2012 commits an offence and is liable to a penalty not exceeding $1000 and a further daily penalty not exceeding $100 for each day during which the offence continues.
3. If you are aggrieved by this decision you may apply to the State Administrative Tribunal for a review of the order. Your attention is drawn to the need to make any such application within 28 days of the date of the giving of this Notice.

DATED THIS 13th DAY OF JULY 2012

Brendan Ingle
Principal Environmental Health Officer 

City of Mandurah

S C H E D U LE  

the house: 
A wooden framed fibro clad dwelling with tiled roof located on land described as Lot XX on plan XX being the whole of the land comprised in Certificate of Title volume XXXX folio XXX being land located at <Address, Mandurah, WA, 6210. 

TAKE NOTICE

HOUSE UNFIT FOR HABITATION
HEALTH ACT 1911

SECTION 135  
House Unfit for Habitation

WHEREAS

The City of Mandurah being the local government for the Health District of Mandurah hereby DECLARES this House unfit for human habitation.
FURTHER TAKE NOTICE:

4. The House may not be occupied or inhabited by any person after 13 July 2012 until such time as the house is deemed to be habitable by the City of Mandurah. 

5. Any person who occupies or inhabits the House or suffers the House to be occupied or inhabited after 13 July 2012 commits an offence and is liable to a penalty not exceeding $1000 and a further daily penalty not exceeding $100 for each day during which the offence continues.
DATED THIS 13th DAY OF JULY 2012

[image: image1.emf]
Brendan Ingle
Principal Environmental Health Officer 

City of Mandurah

SECTION 139 NOTICE EXAMPLE

HEALTH ACT 1911

SECTION 139
Clean or Repair House
TO:
 Name 


Address

WHEREAS

A
You are the owner of the house referred to in Item 1 the Schedule (“the House”).

B
By notice dated 13 July 2012 the City of Mandurah being the local government for the Health District of Mandurah declared the House unfit for human habitation by reason of chemical contamination as a result of the manufacture of methylamphetamine at the premises. 

TAKE NOTICE:

1.
You are hereby required to clean and repair the House in the manner specified in item 2 of the schedule, prior to 13 September 2012 following the service of this notice on 13 July 2012. 

2.
If you are aggrieved by this decision you may apply to the State Administrative Tribunal for a review of the order. Your attention is drawn to the need to make any such application within 28 days of the date of the giving of this Notice.

3.
Failure to comply with this notice within the time specified is an offence and you would be liable to a maximum penalty of $1,000.00 and a maximum daily penalty of $100.00 for each day during which the offence continues. 
DATED THIS 13th DAY OF JULY 2012
_________________________

Brendan Ingle
City of Mandurah

Principal Environmental Health Officer 

S C H E D U LE  

Item 1.
The house: 
A wooden framed fibro clad dwelling with tiled roof located on land described as Lot XX on plan XXXX being the whole of the land comprised in Certificate of Title volume XXXX folio XXX being land located at <Address>Mandurah, WA, 6210. 
Item 2.
The manner in which the house is to be cleaned and repaired:

1. To the satisfaction of the City of Mandurah (validation), effectively clean and decontaminate the floor surfaces of all residues associated with the manufacture of illicit drugs.
2. To the satisfaction of the City of Mandurah (validation), effectively clean and decontaminate the walls and ceiling surfaces of all residues associated with the manufacture of illicit drugs. 

3. To the satisfaction of the City of Mandurah (validation), effectively clean and decontaminate or, dispose of all soft furnishings including carpets, curtains and mattresses, so as to remove all residues associated with the manufacture of illicit drugs. 

4. To the satisfaction of the City of Mandurah (validation), effectively clean and decontaminate the kitchen cupboard, all work surfaces, cook top and oven and cook top extraction unit of all residues associated with the manufacture of illicit drugs. 

6. Effectively, dispose of syringes and all drug related paraphernalia to an approved waste disposal facility. 

7. Effectively repair all holes on interior and exterior walls. 

8. Remove all rubbish and disused material evident throughout the property to an approved waste disposal facility.

