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WA Health – Telethon Institute for Child Health Research (TICHR)

Research Projects 2013
Guidelines for Applicants
The Telethon Institute for Child Health Research (TICHR) undertakes research into areas of maternal, child and youth health that are of significance for WA Health.  WA Health is calling for expressions of interest for research to be undertaken by TICHR commencing in 2013/14. Health professionals are invited to nominate a research idea which may be developed into a research project to be conducted by TICHR and its partners.
TICHR is able to conduct research and provide relevant analysis and interpretation of research information to facilitate evidence-based planning, policy and practice to optimise maternal, child and youth health outcomes in Western Australia.  TICHR’s expertise encompasses qualitative research (including focus groups and case studies); evaluation of maternal, child and youth programs; development of survey and other data collection instruments; and data analysis (including determination of trends in data).
Each applicant must nominate a WA Health project sponsor who is willing to:  

· Work collaboratively with TICHR to develop the research proposal;
· Support and contribute to the research project, throughout its entire duration, including developing the final report; and 

· Assist with the integration of research outcomes into policy and practice (this may be through a policy document, as part of the final report or in the form of a business case). 

Expressions of interest are now being called for research ideas that:

· Have the potential to improve maternal, child and youth health outcomes and the way health care is delivered and accessed in these areas; and
· Are relevant to the priorities of an individual Health Network, Health Networks generally or other reform initiatives within WA Health. For example, National Health Reform priorities, primary care, the National Maternity Services Plan recommendations and Aboriginal health in the areas of maternal, child and youth health.
Eligibility Criteria
· The process is open to individuals or work teams that are employed within the maternal, child or youth areas of WA Health or have an affiliation with one of these areas within WA Health.  The project must have a nominated project sponsor who works within WA Health; 
· The project must have the potential to be completed within 24 months; and
· Prior to EOI submission, the potential project must be discussed with a TICHR representative to ensure TICHR has the necessary capabilities to undertake the project.

Assessment Criteria

Expressions of interest will be assessed against the following criteria:

· Potential to improve the way health care is delivered and accessed;

· Relevance to the priorities of an individual Health Network, or significant health or system issues in WA Health;
· Level of engagement and collaboration across different work areas;

· Compatibility with the skill set and research capacity of the Telethon Institute for Child Health Research; and 

· Innovation / novelty of research idea.
Approvals and Agreements

Proposed projects must be endorsed/certified by an appropriately authorised officer (e.g. Head of Department or Director) from the health service that will be involved in the project. All relevant governance approvals (including Institutional and Ethics) will be obtained by TICHR prior to the commencement of a selected project.  Intellectual Property (IP) arising out of the project will vest in the Department of Health.
To Apply
Closing date for Expressions of Interest:

1.00pm, Tuesday 6 August 2013.
 Late applications will not be accepted. Please use the 2013 Application Form to apply.
· The Expression of Interest should address the eligibility and assessment criteria; 
· Double sided printing is encouraged;
· Acknowledgment of receipt of submission will be provided via email;
· Queries regarding the application process should be directed to the Research Development Unit. Email: CMOResearchDevelopment@health.wa.gov.au or Tel: (08) 9222 4053.
Expressions of interest can be submitted to the Research Development Unit as follows:
ONE electronic copy as a single Adobe Acrobat pdf or Word file, not exceeding 2MBs, entitled: [surname of WA Health Sponsor] to be emailed to: CMOResearchDevelopment@health.wa.gov.au, AND

ONE printed copy (including original signatures) to be sent to:

	Courier Delivery:
	Postal:

	Research Development Unit

Department of Health

Level 2, Block C
189 Royal Street

EAST PERTH 6004
	Research Development Unit

Department of Health

PO Box 8172


Perth Business Centre 

PERTH WA 6849


Process

· Following the closing of Expressions of Interest on Tuesday 6 August 2013 all submissions will be reviewed and shortlisted by a panel that includes representation from the WA Health Networks Branch, the Research Development Unit and other clinical expertise as required (based on research proposed);
· TICHR will review each of the shortlisted research ideas and make recommendations as to which projects can be conducted within TICHR’s capacity. TICHR, in consultation with the project sponsor, will then prepare a full research proposal;  

· The panel will review the research proposals and select those to be undertaken by TICHR;
· Selected research proposals will then be prioritised by the assessment panel and conducted subject to WA Health priorities and availability of TICHR resources; 
· All submitters will receive written notification of the outcome of their EOI at the end of the selection process (estimated to be December 2013);
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Project reports will be approved and distributed by WA Health.
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